World Council of the Marianist Family Calls for Action by Marianists Against Child Labor/Child Exploitation

In fall, 2004 the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative contacted the World Council of the Marianist Family to explore how we might work with them to promote greater social justice involvement among Marianist Family members and communities throughout the world.  The Council invited MSJC to submit a proposal to them about this possibility.  They also invited Jim Vogt, MSJC Director, to attend their meeting on Nov. 8-10 in Rome to discuss the MSJC proposal with them.  

World Council members expressed appreciation that MSJC was raising the social justice dimension of our Marianist mission with them.  They carefully considered several different possible actions, paying particular attention to the geographical, cultural and socio-economic differences among Marianist communities in different parts of the world.  They were especially sensitive to the difference in experiences of Marianists in the developed world (generally the northern hemisphere) and those in the developing world (generally the southern hemisphere).  

After much discussion, the Council decided to promote involvement by Marianists throughout the world in addressing the issue of child labor/child exploitation.  They made an initial two year commitment to this effort.  This decision was based on the proposal (click here to read it) developed jointly by the MSJC and the Marianist NGO at the United Nations.  It is based on the research and paper (click here to read it) done by Joan Cook, MSJC intern at the UN this past summer.

While the decision of the Council was an important first step, there are many details to be worked out.  The executive team of the Council was charged with developing the implementation plan.

