Proposal to the Marianist Family World Council

That the Marianist Family World Council accepts as its social justice initiative for the next five years a project to address the global reality of child labor.
“According to the International Labor Organization, nearly 250 million children between the ages of 5-17 engage in child labor. The majority of the world's working children between the ages of 5-14 are found in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean, and the Middle East and North Africa.  Asia has the highest number of child workers, but Sub-Saharan Africa has the highest proportion of working children relative to population. 

The international community, which includes intergovernmental organizations such as the International Labor Organization, other UN agencies, the World Bank, national governments, and civil society organizations across the globe, have rallied worldwide to combat the most abusive and exploitative forms of child labor.”

In 2003 the leadership of the Society of Mary gathered in Ecuador, set a mandate for the Marianist NGO (non-governmental organization) ministry with the United Nations. They proposed the Marianist representative focus on those issues which, “most directly impact the lives of children and youth.” 

This summer the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative (MSJC) and the Marianist NGO sponsored an intern to work at the UN and develop a report on the state of international child labor. This intern, Ms. Johanna Cook, a recent graduate from the University of Dayton, has now completed her report and it is available for electronic download from the Marianist NGO website, http://www.MarianistNGO.org/documents.htm
Historically, the Marianists have placed high value on education as a way to best prepare youth for their adult role in society and we make this proposal aware that many units within the Marianist Family are already addressing components of this global issue. Just a few examples are:

1. Alternative education programs for working street children in India (REDS), and the Philippines (Balay Pasilungan). 

2. In Haiti members of the Marianist Family are helping tutor poor children in after-school programs.

3. The Marianists run a number of technical schools for youth in Africa (MIRACLE, IMANI, Marianist Development Project, Chaminade Training Center) and in Peru (Instituto Chaminade Marianistas).

We propose that this initiative be one based on the praxis model where the first stage is learning about the problem (social analysis). This can be reading, video, or first hand experience. Next, there is a process of theological reflection based on modern Gospel interpretation relative to the issue. Finally, some type of action by each local community or institution will be planned and implemented, e.g., one of our schools serving a more middle class population in the United States may discover the large number of children of migrant farm workers that may never finish their education and sponsor students to volunteer at spring break or summer workers in a center for remedial education of migrant students, others may wish to “twin” with one of the Marianist alternative education programs listed above, perhaps others may organize a group of students who lobby their national government to do more to address child labor. 

Marianists have always tried to support family life. Therefore, we would also consider it critical that any proposed actions be envisioned with the inclusion of the local people it would most directly impact. We know some families rely on their child’s employment for survival.

It is hoped that this process will lead to “thinking out of the box.” We need to address the problem from the vantage of both immediate direct service and long-term structural change for justice. The MSJC and Marianist NGO stand ready to help provide various resources to the project.  
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� University of Iowa Center for Human Rights, Child Labor Project: http://www.uichr.org/





