MSJC Steering Committee Annual Meeting – 2006

What a wonderful gathering!  The MSJC Steering Committee met in Cincinnati OH on Jan. 12-15 at Mercy Connections, one of the ministries of the DeSales Crossing Marianist Community.  Local Marianist communities and lay Marianists housed the committee members.  Our time together was a mix of business, prayer, connecting with local Marianists, getting firsthand experience with the reality of social injustice we are dealing with, and simply reconnecting with one another.  We welcomed three young adults as new members – Alison Radelet from Dayton, Ray Dominguez from Los Angeles, and Cynthia Sias from San Antonio.

Some highlights from the 3 days:

· We walked through the Over the Rhine neighborhood, one of Cincinnati’s poorest, and visited there with Bonnie Neumeier, longtime community activist.  We had a great dialog with her about how to maintain our energy and focus on social justice over the long haul.

· We heard from Fr. Ed Jach SM and Bro. Bob Wiethorn SM about the impressive collaborative, neighborhood-based project serving the poor called Mercy Connections.

· We met for an evening with 20 local Marianists, both lay and professed, for dinner, dialog, prayer and socializing.  

We also made some important decisions.  Among them:

· We will develop an evaluation process for our issue teams that focuses especially on leadership development.

· We agreed on two long term priorities:

1. To reach out and connect more with the MLNNA and Marianist Lay Communities;

2. To encourage more Marianist Family members to participate in immersion experiences among the poor and marginalized.

· We will study further and then consider another possible long term priority – to develop strategies and actions that promote dialog and “bridge building” to help overcome the increasing polarization in our church and society.

· We endorsed the continuation of the Adele Social Justice Project.

· We established a committee to better assure the coordination of MSJC with the SM Peace & Justice Office.

· We will begin the process of identifying “corresponding members” in other countries where American Marianists are present.

You can see the list of all current Steering Committee members, along with a photo, at http://www.msjc.net/Shared%20Documents/SteeringCommittee.aspx. 

If you have questions or comments, contact our chair, Fr. Ted Cassidy, at tcassidy@capemaymarianists.org. 

