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The Marianists

PROVINCE OF THE UNITED STATES




November 23, 2005

Fr. Ted Cassidy, SM

Chair—Marianist Social Justice Collaborative

Marianist Community

415 Yale Avenue

P. O. Box 488

Cape May Point, NJ 08212-0488

Dear Ted,

Thank you very much for your presence at the Marianist Family Council of North America meeting on Saturday November 5, 2005.  It was good to have you with the Council to discuss the work of the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative.

In the name of the Family Council, I want to commend the Social Justice Collaborative for its many initiatives in regards to social justice.  We appreciate the work you have done and the efforts you have made to increase awareness, consciousness and action among members of the Marianist Family to bring about a greater justice in our country and in our world.  We admire and support the work of the various issue teams as they work to educate for peace and justice.

In this letter I would like to respond to your report and to other communication the Family Council has received concerning the Collaborative.  The Collaborative began as a “grassroots” movement.  As it developed, its principal funding has come from the three branches of the Marianist Family in the North America.  For that reason, the leadership of the three branches decided to make this movement a program responsible to the Family Council.  During the past two years, we have been working out what that shift means both to the Collaborative and the Council.  The remainder of this letter is written in the spirit of clarifying communication and working relationships which the Council believes are important for our common work for the Marianist mission.

We appreciated the letter of July 5, 2005 addressed to Bro. Steve Glodek concerning “public” statements.  After our discussion at the Marianist Family Council meeting, the Council approves the following ways for the Collaborative of making public statements.  These are basically the three ways sent to us in your letter of July 5 with some clarifying comments from our discussion at the meeting.  

1. The leadership of the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative is free to encourage its members to contact their government representatives to express their concerns about particular issues.  It is the Council’s understanding that in these situations each member of the Collaborative approaches their government leaders as an individual and not as a representative of the Collaborative or the Marianist Family.

2. The Marianist Social Justice Collaborative Steering Committee can develop a position on a particular justice issue.  It would be important that such a position statement be prepared and sent out as a statement of the Steering Committee and not the whole Marianist Social Justice Collaborative.  If time permits, it would be helpful to share the statement with the Family Council for comments and suggestions.

During our meeting you may remember that I used the example of the Provincial Chapter of the Marianist Province of the United States.  We made a statement encouraging President Bush not to enter into war with Iraq during our session in March 2003.  The Chapter did not feel it could speak for every member of the Province of the United States; therefore, the Chapter sent the letter to President Bush and signed it in the name of the Provincial Chapter.  In a similar fashion, any position statement that the Steering Committee would make should be made in the name of the Steering Committee and not in the name of the Social Justice Collaborative and/or the Marianist Family.

3. The leadership of the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative can approach the Marianist Family Council about making a statement by the whole Marianist Family of the United States.  This was done last year in relation to an anti-racism campaign.  Most likely the approach of the Family Council will be to invite members of the Marianist Family in the United States to respond in some positive manner to such an initiative.  It would not make a statement in the name of the Marianist Family of the United States.  If the Family Council would make a statement beyond an invitation to the members of the Marianist Family to get involved in an issue (e.g. write a letter to the President), it would only do so in its own name as the Marianist Family Council of North America.  The Family Council does not feel it can speak in the name of every member of the whole Marianist Family.  Our family is too complex to give integrity to such a statement.

We hope that the above is clear.  If there is any need for further clarification, please do not hesitate to contact me.

The Marianist Family Council applauds the efforts of the Collaborative to link with the Marianist Family worldwide.  The recent initiative with the World Council of the Marianist Family is very good and we hope it bears some fruit.  However, the Marianist Family Council felt that the proposal made concerning an international initiative around social justice should at least have been reviewed by the Family Council before it was sent to the World Council.  Since the Collaborative has become a program of the Family Council, this type of communication is essential.  Otherwise, the Council could be called upon to respond to an initiative about which it has no knowledge.  Sharing the initiative beforehand would also give the Council the opportunity to add its support and affirmation to the initiative.

We know that we have encouraged the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative to do fundraising and we encourage you to look for grants that might help support some of the work that you are doing.  Since the Marianist Family Council is your principal funding agent, we would ask that your plan of fundraising be sent to us for review.  We would not want it to conflict in a detrimental way with other fundraising in the Marianist family.  For example, one of the supporters of the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative is the Marianist Lay Network of North America.  If both groups are soliciting funds from the same people it might be detrimental to the fundraising of both groups.  

At our meeting, the Family Council also decided that Steve Glodek will be the liaison with the Collaborative.  You can continue your regular dialogues with him.

Again, the Marianist Family Council would like to commend you on the efforts you are making to bring about justice for the sake of God’s kingdom.  We hope that our discussions over the past two years will enhance our joint efforts to empower members of the Marianist family to ensure justice.  If you have any questions or concerns about what I have written in this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Peace in Christ,

Rev. James Fitz, S.M.

Chair

Marianist Family Council
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