Dear Marianist Family member-

The times in which Jesus and Mary lived, like the situation that Father Chaminade faced during and after the French Revolution, were filled with violence, fear and war.  Then, like now, there was urgency for Christians to be at peace and to be peacemakers.

The Marianist Social Justice Collaborative (MSJC), recognizing the need to seek out alternatives to the violence experienced by so many people throughout the world, strongly recommends that all members of the Marianist Family engage in reflection and dialogue by participating in A Peoples’ Peace Initiative.  They asked the Alternatives to Violence Issue Team, formerly the War and Peace Team, to coordinate this project.
To commemorate the 20th anniversary of the U.S. Catholic Bishops’ landmark peace pastoral, The Challenge of Peace: God’s Promise and Our Response, and the 40th anniversary of the papal encyclical Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth), then-president of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Bishop Wilton Gregory, issued a statement elevating the centrality of our peacemaking vocation. Titled “Blessed are the Peacemakers,” the statement included this invitation:

We invite dioceses, parishes, schools and universities, and other Catholic institutions and organizations to consider how they might use this moment and these anniversaries to raise up the essential vocation of peacemaking… We invite all Catholics to reflect on ways they can be “sentinels of peace” through their work and family, their parishes, civic associations and the exercise of their responsibilities as citizens.

At the annual meeting of the MSJC steering committee in January 2007, a representative of Pax Christi presented A Peoples’ Peace Initiative, a Catholic collaboration to articulate the challenges of peacemaking in the 21st century.  This Peoples’ Peace Initiative challenges the Catholic community to examine violence in our homes, communities, nation, and world.  The initiative is a grassroots consultation process designed to enable Catholics from many backgrounds to 
· reflect on their lived experiences in light of Scripture and Church social teaching,  
· explore ways to promote peace in their daily lives, 
· submit their reflections as input for writing a document on peace, based on the “wisdom of the people”.
The initiative encourages parishes, small faith communities and other groups to gather for three sessions to reflect through the lens of the Gospel on the challenges of peace today in our communities and in our world. Each group is invited to document its insights in the form of a final report (to be submitted to a national writing team by December 31, 2007).  This report will also provide a way to let us and the rest of the Marianist Family know about activities your group or community is taking or will be taking to promote peace and nonviolence.  Additional information about this initiative is available on the Pax Christi website - http://www.paxchristiusa.org/news_Events_more.asp?id=928.
MSJC invites all members, communities and institutions of the Marianist Family to use the Peoples’ Peace Initiative reflection booklet and discussion guide (written in both English and Spanish) as part of our baptismal commitment to spread Jesus’ gift of peace.  The sharing sessions can be scheduled at your convenience anytime between now and the end of 2007.  The booklets normally cost $5 each from Pax Christi, but to encourage your involvement, MSJC will provide them free of charge.  Each sharing group would need one or two booklets and make copies as needed for other participants.
For more information or to request your Peoples’ Peace Initiative materials, contact Jim Vogt, MSJC Director at jimvogt2@yahoo.com or 859-291-6197.

Please join us in developing a vision for Catholic peacemaking in the 21st century.

Larry Hufford, Chair

MSJC Alternatives to Violence Issue Team

