US Marianists Connecting with the Congo – Here’s How
The Marianist Social Justice Collaborative, through its Global Economic Justice Team, is looking for groups (classes, student clubs, communities, etc.) to participate in a pilot phase of a partnership project with Marianist communities in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC).  The goal of the partnership is to engage Marianist groups in an integrated experience with elements of justice education, as well opportunities for concrete action and advocacy.

Participants will:

1. Explore international natural resource relationships to better understand their impact on people and the environment;
2. Link to and learn about local Marianist efforts and the experiences of their student peers in the DRC;
3. Reflect on and choose an active response addressing justice issues using their resources and gifts.
Conflict over control and extraction of DRC’s vast mineral resources (including those used in production of electronics and cell phones) have fueled war and resulted in poverty and social instability.  In response to these challenges, Marianist Lay Communities in DRC have targeted education as a key foundation for economic justice in the future of their country.  They are active in helping promote access to education for the many vulnerable students (orphans or impoverished) who cannot afford the fees required to attend school.  Some information about their school is at http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs050/1101288817236/archive/1103253638578.html. 
“Thinking of these children is already economic justice and education… We believe that this project will bear fruit and give to the Marianist Family people who can help the country and the Church.”

Ernest Kasongo,  Marianist Lay Community – Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of Congo

The Global Economic Justice Team is facilitating support of these efforts on several levels, which partners are invited to join in:

· Raising support to provide financial assistance for students (targeting 10 Congolese students for Fall 2010);
· Advocacy for responsible national and corporate policy regarding mineral extraction;
· Collaboration on sustainable local efforts to promote economic justice.
Anyone who is interested, or would like more information, please contact Julie Nagasako (juliehilogirl@gmail.com), Al Prendergast (alprendergast@bellsouth.net) or Jim Vogt (jimvogt2@yahoo.com). 
