Latest Update on 2007 Farm Bill, H.R. 2419

July 23, 2007

The U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Agriculture just completed the 2007 Farm Bill, H.R. 2419. The bill is expected to be considered by the full House of Representatives Thursday this week (July 26).

Although the bill contains important provisions in the areas of nutrition, rural development, and conservation, it fails to significantly reform farm subsidies.  For example, the approved bill caps eligibility for farm payments to individuals with an annual adjusted gross income of up to $1 million.  This would not target the funds to those who need the most help.

The bill voted on by the Committee is described by House leadership as a “reform-oriented” bill that provides a “new direction.”  USCCB and partner organizations working for significant reform believe that the bill does not move us towards real reform of our food and farm policy.
REQUEST FOR ACTION:  

We plan to issue an action alert as soon as we learn more about the possibility of amendments that could strengthen supports for those who need it most.  However, House floor action will be quick.  When we send out the alert, your calls, faxes and e-mails to your representatives in Congress will be extremely helpful.

If you have any questions or if you would like to coordinate a message to the field, please contact Roxana Barillas at USCCB (202) 541-3445, rbarillas@usccb.org; Fr. Andrew Small at USCCB (202) 541-3153, asmall@usccb.org; or Bob Gronski at the National Catholic Rural Life Conference (515) 270-9447, ncrlcg@mchsi.com.

BACKGROUND AND USCCB POSITION:

The United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, the National Catholic Rural Life Conference, Catholic Charities USA, and Catholic Relief Services are working together to support policies in the 2007 Farm Bill that support rural communities and family farms; strengthen and expand domestic anti-hunger programs; promote conservation and good stewardship of the land; ensure safe living and working conditions for farmworkers; promote fairness for farmers in developing countries; and provide food security aid efficiently and effectively to hungry people worldwide. 

The U.S. Bishops have stated that "the primary goals of agricultural policies should be providing food for all people and reducing poverty among farmers and farmworkers in this country and abroad." (For I Was Hungry and You Gave Me Food: Catholic Reflections on Food, Farmers and Farmworkers).  

To read USCCB's letters and action alerts on the various priorities of the Catholic community in the 2007 Farm debate, go to:

http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/national/agric.shtml
For more information about nutrition, go to Catholic Charities Action Alert on Hunger:

http://capwiz.com/catholiccharitiesusa/issues/alert/?alertid=9994171&type=CO
For more information about food aid, go to Catholic Relief Services:

https://secure2.convio.net/crs/site/Advocacy?JServSessionIdr011=4vsx99gc03.app7b&pagename=homepage&id=231
