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RELIGIOUS WORKING GROUP MEMBERS REJECT ‘REFORM’ OFFERED BY AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE
Church leaders call on Speaker Pelosi to ensure real reform 
Upon completion of the House Agriculture Committee mark-up of the Farm Bill, religious groups and faith-based organizations sharply criticized provisions that are being touted as “reform,” including the limit on payments to farmers that have incomes in excess of $1,000,000. 
“We deeply regret that the committee bill fails to adequately focus limited resources on farmers and others who need help the most. We will join with others to urge the House to dramatically improve the legislation,” said Bishop Thomas G. Wenski of Orlando, chairman of the U.S. Catholic bishops' Committee on International Policy.
 
The Religious Working Group on the Farm Bill, which includes Christian denominations and major faith-based organizations, has called on Congress to ensure broad reform of farm policy so that it benefits farmers in the U.S. that need support the most and does not harm farmers overseas. 
“Limiting payments to the wealthiest producers is a no-brainer, not a negotiation,” said Rev. David Beckmann, president of Bread for the World. “Meaningful reform is not just about curbing handouts to those who need it the least. The only acceptable farm bill is one that helps the people who need it the most—especially millions of American households that struggle to put food on the table."
Chairman Peterson has reportedly claimed “this is not a status quo bill.” The Religious Working Group disagrees. Mr. Peterson’s version is not reform and House leadership must ensure meaningful reform that represents a real commitment to rural America and to people suffering from hunger in the U.S. and throughout the world.
 The Right Reverend John Bryson Chane, Episcopal Bishop of Washington, said: "Tuesday we called upon Speaker Pelosi and the House leadership to ensure a farm bill that reflects the fundamental American values of fairness and opportunity for all people. Chairman Peterson promised farm-bill reform, but instead has put forth a proposal that continues to give payments to millionaires while leaving behind struggling farmers in the U.S. and paralyzing poor farmers in places like West and Central Africa. This is not reform, and it fails the test of compassionate engagement within the global community."
The Reverend Philip Hougen, Southeast Iowa Synod Bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, added that “The House Agriculture Committee’s version of the farm bill proves that they are not working with today’s reality in mind. They are perpetuating the myth that commodity payments are a ‘safety net’ that sustains rural America and the majority of U.S. farmers. The facts prove otherwise. American voters deserve a farm bill with real reform and we will now look to the floor of the House of Representatives to pass such a bill.”
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