“Gathered at the Foot of the Cross in witness against state execution –

A Mother in Lorain County Has Lost Her Son… to State Execution”
by Jeff Campbell (4/24/07 – following the execution of James Filiaggi)
I just got back from Lucasville & the 11:23am Ohio state execution of James Filiaggi – a Lorain County resident and member of one of our local Catholic parishes, along with his mother whom I have come to know very well these last few years and especially these last few weeks as she has blessed me with an amazing perspective & spiritual insight that I’ll never forget.

As tired as I've been all day after waking up at 2:45am & leaving at 3:30am (a meaningful variation of a monastic “liturgy of the hours”), I know it was others' prayers & the presence of fellow Marianist Family/MSJC friends like Jim Vogt, Mary Niebler & 2 other UD campus ministers, that carried us through the day.

Our MSJC “Stop Executions” banner hung alongside the OTSE (Ohioans To Stop Executions) photo display of the 24 previous Ohio executed inmates over the past several years – ranking Ohio in the “top” 3-4 executing states during that time.

A simple chant we repeated often throughout the vigil was:

“Courage, James, you are not alone.

We will walk with you, and sing your spirit home.”
Quite appropriate... quite profound... and quite unsettling to reflect on this chant just outside the gates of the prison with the outside walls of the execution chamber only 100+ yards away in full sight – while trying to stand in support of & to feel some glimpse of what the family & Mrs. Filiaggi were going through inside.  …Called to stand together in community & solidarity at the Foot of the Cross, with Mary & John; then called to go forth with them in mission from the Foot of the Cross, in the Marianist spirit.

As the hearse was pulling out of the prison gates past us with the executed body, a butterfly passed by heading right through the same prison gates – an image of God’s creation, beauty, mercy & hope that non-violently & prophetically refuses to be shut out of even the most despairing or violent places & conditions.

One of the greatest blessings of the day was waiting outside the prison for Mrs. Filiaggi, to be able to greet her & embrace her, never to be the same again; then to go forth with her, deeply wounded but finding great courage & consolation in God-with-us & in each other’s presence …at the Foot of the Cross, in the Marianist spirit.

Peace – in the Marianist spirit,

Jeff

