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UNITED NATIONS: 

New UN chief calls for death-penalty moratorium

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon today backed an initiative by Italy to push for a worldwide moratorium on the death penalty. 

The new UN chief, making his 1st trip overseas since taking office, appealed to the international community to "respect and comply with all international humanitarian laws," notably in putting an end to capital punishment. 

"Life is very precious and every human being has a right to live with dignity, and life of human beings must be respected and protected," Ban said after talks with EU officials in Brussels. 

"There is some growing tendency to see some phase out of the death penalty and I encourage that trend," he said. 

The 27-nation European Union is also likely to back Italy's call, which is to be discussed at the United Nations in the coming months. 

The move is expected to face opposition from the United States and China, however, which still allow capital punishment. 

Ban said he aimed to work closely with the EU on the issue and on other problems, notably to resolve the conflict in Sudans Darfur region and other African crises as well as fighting climate change. 
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