[image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]SR S o R o e






“I renew the appeal I made most recently at Christmas for a consensus to end the death penalty, which is both cruel and unnecessary.” (Pope John Paul II, January 1999)


 


“We renew our common conviction that it is time for our   nation to abandon the illusion that we can protect life by taking life.  Ending the use of the death penalty would be one important step away from a  culture of death toward building a culture of life.”  (U.S. Conference of Catholics Bishops, December 2005)


 


“We as Marianists, because of our belief in the sanctity of all human life and the dignity of all persons, pledge ourselves to prayer, education, reflection and action to abolish the death penalty.  This practice is unjust, inhumane and inconsistent with the Gospel message.  By our witness we seek to change hearts and minds concerning this injustice.”  (MSJC Death Penalty Issue Team, 2001)





“If however, non-lethal means are sufficient to defend and  protect people’s safety, these are more in keeping with the   concrete conditions of the common good and the dignity of the human person.” (Catechism of the Catholic Church, no. 2267)
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Mary, we unite with you at the foot of the cross and remember your son, Jesus, unjustly accused and put to death.  We pray for all who have been falsely accused or those awaiting execution.  Embolden us to work for the abolition of state sanctioned death and to uphold the dignity of all human life.


 


Mary, we unite with you at the foot of the cross and remember you as mother.  Give us courage to reach out to victims of crime with support and compassion.  


 


Mary, we unite with you at the foot of the cross and remember the two prisoners on the crosses next to Jesus.  Give all prisoners the courage not to lose hope.  Strengthen all prisoners, chaplains and others working for prison reform. 


 


Mary, we unite with you at the foot of the cross and with John, the disciple whom Jesus loved.  May we unite the efforts of the MSJC Death Penalty Issue Team with the efforts of the church, religious organizations and all individuals and agencies. Help us all to persevere in our advocacy for a moratorium on the death penalty.                                                


Amen.





A Marianist Prayer to 


Abolish the Death Penalty


Sr. Grace Walle, FMI and the MSJC Anti- Death Penalty Issue Team, June 2006 








