Holy Week, 2010

Members of the Marianist Family-
The MSJC Anti-Death Penalty Issue Team recently gathered in conjunction with the Seamless Garment Workshop in Baltimore, Maryland to reflect on our strong stance for the dignity of all human life. It was an important weekend of dialogue between those who work on many different life issues to help us understand differing positions and priorities in the pro-life movement. Our issue team was reaffirmed in our stance and commitment to abolish the death penalty in the United States. 

We write to you at the climax of our Lenten season to ask for your prayers of solidarity and support with our efforts to promote the injustices of the death penalty and seek its abolition in the five states in which our team is focused. As we celebrate Good Friday, we recall the state sanctioned execution of our Savior, Jesus Christ. He suffered the harsh and cruel punishment of crucifixion to bring us from death to life, to redeem us from our sinfulness. While we no longer crucify people as a form of execution, we continue to put to death those who commit violent crimes in our country.

We might consider those condemned to death and victims of violent crime as the “crucified” people among us today.  They both suffer as the result of the cycle of violence that plagues our society. Perhaps our prayer this Good Friday could be for these “crucified” - the victims of crime and the condemned. To truly promote a culture of life we cannot be stuck on the events of Good Friday.  Rather we must rejoice in the resurrection and celebrate the gift of new life. May we pray that the resurrection brings us new light and understanding on the injustices of our world and helps awaken a movement of social justice that promotes healing and understanding to end a culture of death and violence. 

Below you will find an update on the five states in which our team collaborates with anti-death penalty organizations to promote abolition.  In addition to our efforts in these five key states, we have sponsored law student interns to work for the public defenders services in both Texas and Ohio in the past three years. The team’s collaboration with the law schools at St. Mary’s University and the University of Dayton has been an excellent way to educate future attorneys about the disparities and inequalities in the capital punishment system. 

We would welcome your interest and involvement in our issue team. Please check out our issue team page on the MSJC web site for further details and additional information: www.msjc.net/DeathPenalty.
May this Paschal Triduum be a reminder that the delicate balance between death and life remain an important matter of faith and justice in our world today. Let us pray for new life and energy for the works of justice and peace. 

Gratefully, 

Sr. Grace Walle, FMI
Chair, Anti-Death Penalty Issue Team
MSJC Anti-Death Penalty Issue Team – Spring 2010
Update on the progress made on death penalty abolition in our five target states

California:  California has the largest death row population - 690 individuals (as of 3/24/10). It has executed only 13 people since 1976. The cost of housing the death row population and following the cases through the appeals process have been extremely costly for the state. Abolitionists have been focusing on the cost of the death penalty as a possible way of getting it overturned in the state given the extreme financial crisis the state faces. The issue team works with the state wide organization Death Penalty Focus: www.deathpenalty.org.
Maryland: In 2008 a study commission recommended the abolition of the death penalty after it was determined it could not be applied fairly. Last year Maryland came very close to abolishing the death penalty through a legislative process, but unfortunately one senator voted against the bill and it fell before ever reaching the governor’s desk, who had agreed to sign it. Bro. Jerry Sullivan SM had the unique opportunity to testify before a senate committee during its public sessions on the bill, sharing about his experience in prison ministry. His testimony was covered by the Baltimore Sun. The death row population in Maryland is currently at five and the state has only executed five persons since 1976. The team collaborates with Maryland Citizens Against State Executions (CASE) www.mdcase.org.
Missouri: There are currently 52 inmates on death row in the state of Missouri.  There are no execution dates scheduled yet for 2010.  In 2009, only one execution took place due to a lawsuit against the state’s lethal injection procedures.  In response, the Missouri legislature had a breakthrough on bills in 2009 to enact a death penalty study commission and moratorium.  Although the bill failed to pass, it received unprecedented time for floor debate in both the House and Senate.  In 2010, two bills are being proposed for both a moratorium and repeal of the death penalty (House Bill 1638 and Senate Bill 930).  To support the moratorium and study bill, contact your legislators in Jefferson City.  Their contact information can be found at www.senate.mo.gov/llookup/leg_lookup.aspx.    

Ohio: As of February 24, 2010, Ohio has 161 men and one woman on death row.  As of mid-2009 Ohio ranked 6th among the states in the number of people on death row.  In 2009 Ohio executed five people, the most of any state outside the South.  Alabama executed 6 in 2009 and Texas executed 24.  Ohio has already executed three more people in 2010.  Seven additional executions are scheduled for 2010, one per month from April to October.  This would be a record pace for Ohio.  For more information -- including how to connect with or start a local chapter -- visit the Ohioans to Stop Executions website, www.ohioanstostopexecutions.blogspot.com. 

Texas: There are 342 persons on death row in Texas and 10 are women (as of 3/24/10). Texas leads the nation in executions since the reinstatement of the death penalty in 1976 with 755 executions. While death sentences have been at a record low during this past year, a climate of acceptance remains for this form of punishment across the state. Legislation for a moratorium and study commission remained stalled in committees during the past legislative session. Members of the issue team collaborate with the Texas Coalition to Abolish the Death Penalty by attending local meetings, protests, etc. Check out the latest on Texas efforts at www.tcadp.org.
