
munities near campus.  The group 
dynamic worked well.  Time not 

spent for official weekend 
talks was spent sharing in 
conversation with one an-

other and enjoying each 
otherôs company. 
 
Sunday there were sessions 
on Adele, Saying Yes, and 
Environmental Justice.  
Meaningful thoughts were 
shared with each session 

and we were challenged to 
dig deeper  about each 
topic.  The weekend ended 
with mass at the Marianist 

Casa Maria residence on campus. 
Meals were all purposely vegetar-
ian, organic and local when possi-
ble.  The group shared in preparing 

meals and clean-up.   It was a fan-
tastic weekend filled with good 
conversation and good people. 
 
-Cynthia Sias 
San Antonio participant & ASJP 
core team member 

Thirteen young adults gathered 
Friday afternoon for dinner at the 
St. Maryôs University of 
San Antonio campus on 
June 13th for the fourth 

Adele Social Justice Project 
immersion.  After dinner, 
the group took the city bus 
around the south side of San 
Antonio, a primarily His-
panic and economically 
challenged region, to see 
the area including a local 

coffee shop that hoped to be 
an alternative hang-out 
place for high school stu-
dents. 
 
On Saturday one group of partici-
pants went to the Time Dollar 
house on the West side, an    

organization where residents help 
one another out with their time 
and talents and ñbank-inò that 
time for a future time of need.  
The other group cleaned-up 
around another west side  
neighborhood and spent some 

time with area residents.  After 
the service, the larger group re-

united for lunch and reflection.  

Later two employees from Catho-
lic Charities spoke to us about 
their work with refugee and im-
migration issues as well as hu-
man trafficking issues in the city.  
The day ended with a nice meal 
prepared by one of the SM com-

The Adele Social Justice Project 

was initiated by the Marianist 

Social Justice Collaborative 

(MSJC) to enhance social justice 

interests and awareness by com-

municating the gospel message 

and involving the Marianist Fam-

ily in its entirety in striving for 

justice. Young adults are an un-

derserved audience yet a tremen-

dous resource of experience and 

leadership for our Marianist fu-

ture. So, with Ad¯leôs appeal 

ASJP offers weekend immer-

sion  retreats for young adults. 

Soliciting broad Marianist Fam-

ily input, the 

ASJP team is 

also develop-

ing a collec-

tion of re-

sources that 

will be avail-

able on the 

web and in a binder format to 

help participants respond to the 

call of social justice within a 

Marianist context. These re-

sources are used to support the 

weekend experiences 

in addition to a facili-

tator guide.   

Consider bringing an 

ASJP immersion to 

your region.  Visit our 

page on the MSJC 

website to learn more: 

www.msjc.net/adelesocialjustice 

ASJP San Antonio participants  

June 2008 

The San Antonio Experience 
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What is the Adele Social Justice Project? 
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A S J P 

T H E M E S :  

¶ Hospitality  

¶ Living Simply  

¶ Joining Voices with 

the Voiceless  

¶ Interdependence  

¶ Passion 

¶ Building Community  

¶ Saying Yes! 

Saying  

ñYES!ò 
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During this exciting 

growth and 

development we 

look to you for 

continued support 

and encouragement 

of the project.  

Young Adult Ministry in the Marianist Family ð  

Whatõs Happening and Where is it Going? 

A Practical Challengeñmaking an ASJP weekend workéfinancially 

One of the most challenging aspects 

of an Adele Social Justice Project 

weekend is finding ways to make 

sure we offer an excellent experience 
to the participants while staying 

within a fairly tight budget.  While 

MSJC guarantees us a base budget of 

$2500, our weekends normally cost 

about $8000 over 8-12 months to 

plan and implement.  That has meant 

we have had to request additional 

MSJC funds if they are available and 

seek outside grants and contributions.  

Because our weekends are always 

done in different geographical loca-
tions, with a totally new local plan-

ning team each time, using different 

residential facilities, planning is both 

more challenging and more costly 

since we are starting from scratch in 

each city. 

 

Thankfully, we have always been 
able to find the funds we need, in 

part due to the generosity of donors.  

Hereôs approximately what some 

typical contributions to the project 

enable us to buy: 

 

$200 Half of the airfare for one 

of the presenting team members 

 

$100 All the supplies (nametags, 

newsprint, markers, etc.) for a week-
end 

 

$80 One meal for all the partici-

pants (we prepare most of our own 

meals) 

$75 Half of the food/meals for 

our planning weekend prior to the 

immersion 

 
$75 3 staff hours from our 

Planning and Program Consultant 

 

$50 Honorarium for one of our 

local community resource people 

 

$35 Gas for local travel during 

the weekend 

 

We hope the Marianist Sharing 

Fund matching grant will help us 
find the additional financial support 

we need for the next weekend in 

Cleveland.  

given to what happens to these 

young people once they move 

out into the world.  But that is 

changing. 

 

The Marianist Social Justice 

Collaborative (MSJC), be-

came aware several years ago 

of the importance of involving 

younger people in our mission 

of educating and acting for 
social justice.  We sensed that 

there were young people whom 

we were not touching and who 

were looking for a significant 

involvement in social justice as 
well as a meaningful experi-

ence of community.  We 

thought we could offer both.  

On the other hand, we real-

ized that we needed the per-

spective of younger people 

as we made decisions about 

directions and priorities for 

the Marianist Family. 

As a result, MSJC leaders 

developed a weekend social 
justice immersion program 

for young adults that we call 

the Adele Social Justice 

Project. 

 

We have now offered four of 

these weekends, each of which 

involved between 12-20 young 

adults, in different US cities and 

are planning a fifth weekend in 

Cleveland in 2009. 

(continued on page 4)   

We in the Marianist Family, 

reflecting the Church as a 

whole, have for too long    

neglected an important age 
group in our out-

reach and commu-

nity-building ef-

forts.  They are 

the young adults ï

people in their 

20ôs and 30ôs, still 

in the process of 

sorting out life 

directions, still 

searching out the 
core values and 

attitudes that will 

guide their future, 

still discerning the 

role of faith and 

spirituality in their lives.  

 

The Marianist Family has fo-

cused a lot of energy on minis-

try that involves youth ï high 

school and college-age stu-

dents in particular ï without a 
lot of thought or effort being 
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An Adele Social Justice Project 

(ASJP) immersion weekend 

took place in Washington, DC 

in October of 2006. After 
months of planning and 

preparation, about 25 

young adults gathered to 

pray, laugh, discuss and 

immerse themselves in 

topics of social justice 

within their local sur-

roundings. As a result of 

the immersion, some par-

ticipants made the com-

mitment to continue to 
meet, pray and share ex-

periences on a regular ba-

sis as a community. The 

group held several gatherings 

sharing meals, prayer and the 

liturgy together as well as 

serving the community as one. 

Many ASJP DC participants 

also reunited at events such as 

the annual Young Adult Retreat 

at the Marianist Family Retreat 

House in Cape May Point, New 
Jersey.  

 

As time has passed and peo-

pleôs lives have changed, so has 

the original community. Many 

individuals have moved away, 

gone back to school, expanded 

their families, changed jobs, or 

have even dealt with serious 

illnesses, yet the Marianist spirit 

has remained. While many 

group members remain con-

nected individually, communal 

gatherings can be understanda-

bly challenging.  
 

Currently in the D.C. area, there 

is a core group of ASJP partici-

pants who have made the com-

mitment to meet, share, laugh 

and pray together at least once a 

month.  We are committed to 

forming a faith community and 

as others return or come into 

our lives seeking a commu-
nity committed to justice 

who are open to the Marian-

ist Family, we will invite 

them to our community. 

 

While we may not have 

large numbers, we are 

grateful to the Marian-

ists for bringing us to-

gether.  Our experience 

with the ASJP immer-
sion weekend, our faith 

in God and appreciation 

of the Marianist 

charism, and our commit-

ment to one another estab-

lish a foundation for a solid 

community.  These relation-

ships would not have been de-

veloped without the ASJP im-

mersion and the support of the 

MSJC.  The Adele Social Jus-

tice Project has supported, chal-
lenged and encouraged this 

community in a very special 

way.   

 

-Beth Jamieson,  

former core team 

member  

-Beth Jamieson (Washington DC) 

-Cynthia Sias (Dallas, TX) 

-Dan Stout (St. Louis, MO) 

 
In addition, the core team is blessed with some more 

experienced mentors whose assistance in the planning 

process is invaluable: 

 

-Leanne Jablonski, FMI (Dayton, OH) 

-Laura Libertore (Dayton, OH) 

ASJP Coordinator 

-Jim Vogt (Covington, KY) 

Marianist Social Justice Collaborative Director 

 

Mirroring the lives of young adults themselves, the 

Adele Social Justice Project core team has had peri-

ods of change and growth since its inception in 2005.  

And yet the core team has remained rooted in its mis-
sion to promote social justice by building community 

among  young adults.  

 

Currently, several young adults from all over the 

country are members of the ASJP core team with 

backgrounds ranging from teaching to accounting to 

the non-profit arena: 

-Amy Elliott  (Cleveland, OH)  

-Steve Hemphill (San Antonio, TX) 

-Lisa McCracken (Verona, NJ) 

Adele Social Justice Project participants  

Washington, D.C. October 2006  

The ASJP Core Team 

òThe air might have 

been crisp, but the 

conversation was 

warm.ó 

-Addi Velasquez 

D.C. participant 

Some ASJP core 

team members   

posing with Adele  

while on a plan-

ning weekend  in 

Dayton, Ohio.  

October 2007  



actively working to provide faith op-

portunities for LIFE ñgraduatesò as 

they become young adults, including 

the formation of young adult commu-
nities and LIFE Reunion retreats. 
¶     The Marianist Volunteer Pro-

gram offers young adults the oppor-

tunity to serve those in need, live in 

community and reflect on the volun-

teer experience with the Marianist 

Family. 
¶     An exciting recent development 

is the formation of Marianist Part-

ners for Young Adult Ministry , a 

coalition of Marianist groups and 

ministries that have come together to 

promote and plan more coordinated 

efforts with young adults.  They have 
done an extensive survey of young 

adult needs and interests and spon-

sored a first-ever Marianist Young 

Adult Forum for young adult leader-

ship folks.  The Forum in turn led to 

 

But more, much more, is happening in 

the Marianist Family. 

¶ The Cape May Family Retreat 

Center in New Jersey has been offering 

a retreat specifically for young adults.  

The interest has been growing so much 

that they had to turn people away this 
year and now they are planning to have 

two young adult retreats next year. 

¶ Several lay communities have 

formed among graduating students at 
the University of Dayton.  These non-

geographical communities serve as a 

way of deepening and growing a Mari-

anist commitment that developed in 

college but needs to take new forms as 

these young people move into the 

world. 

¶ The LIFE  (Living in Faith Experi-

ence) Program, a national Marianist 

small faith community formation pro-

gram for high school students, has been 

the formation of a leadership structure 

among Marianist young adults. 

 

Marianist Partners has now undertaken 
an effort to articulate an overall vision 

for Marianist Young Adult Ministry.  

First steps in the plan they have devel-

oped call for the creation of a central-

ized database of Marianist young adults, 

creation of a website specifically aimed 

at young adults, and a conference for 

young adults and those who work with 

them to do further direction-setting.  A 

longer term goal is to hire a fulltime 

coordinator for young adult ministry for 
the Marianist Family. 

 

A lot is happening, but the best is yet to 

come.  Stay tuned! 

 

-Jim Vogt 

MSJC Director 

 

523 East Southern Ave. 

Covington KY 41015 

859-291-6197; jimvogt2@yahoo.com   

Marianist Social Justice Collaborative  

Young Adult Ministry in the Marianist Family ï  

Whatôs Happening and Where is it Going? (cont. from page 2) 

 

http://www.msjc.net/AdeleSocialJustice  

ASJP Tree of 
Life 

The roots of 
where we came 
from and the 
branches of where 
we are going 

Adéle  

FMI -1816 
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ñEveryone who presented to us was so pas-

sionate and that passion is contagious!  I felt 

like all of the topics we discussed were very 

appropriate and significant and helped me to 

contemplate and discern my role in this 
world regarding all of the social justice is-

sues.  Our discussions were empowering!ò 

Amy (Cincinnati weekend) 

 

ñSince returning from volunteering, Iôve felt 

really separated from a faith community.  

This weekend provided me with a reconnec-

tion, an outlet and a support system that I 

really need. So great to see that Iôm not the 

only one out there seeking this lifestyle. 

Thank you!ò Diane (Washington DC week-

end) 


