ADELE SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECT
The Marianist Social Justice Collaborative is creating and developing ways to increase involvement of young adults, to create immersion experiences for Marianist family members, and to more specifically articulate the relationship between the Marianist charism and social justice. The Adele Social Justice Project (ASJP) has been identified as one way to meet some of the MSJC goals.
The project is named for Adèle de Batz de Trenquelleon, foundress of the Daughters of Mary Immaculate.  At just 14 years of age, Adèle formed an association of young women committed to spiritual growth and care for the poor, which within ten years numbered 200 young women.  Her leadership, spirituality, strength and commitment remain a source of inspiration for those who seek to follow her example.
The ASJP was initiated by the Marianist Social Justice Collaborative (MSJC) to enhance social justice interests and awareness, by communicating the gospel message and involving many more Marianist Family (MF) members in striving for justice. Young adults are an underserved, audience, yet a tremendous resource of experience and leadership for our Marianist future.  So, with Adèle’s appeal, we offer weekend immersion retreats for young adults. Soliciting broad MF input, we are also developing a collection of resources that will be available on the web, and in a binder format to help participants respond to the call of social justice within a Marianist context.  These resources will be used to support the weekend experiences, and a facilitator guide is being developed to go with them.
The primary focus of the Adele SJ Project is to provide contemporary resources that explicitly connect Marianist spirituality/charism and justice. Through a planning process reflecting  on Catholic Social Teaching, our Marianist charism and the life of Adèle, we identified seven Marianist characteristics of social justice, namely:  Saying Yes!, Building Community for the Common Good, Living Simply, Hospitality: Given and Received, Joining Voices with the Voiceless, Interdependence (Global Family Spirit), Passion (for the Mission).

These are being implemented through immersion experiences, print and web resources as follows:
1.     Immersion Experience Networking Young Adults.  From the spark of a brainstorming weekend in June of 2005, members of the Marianist family collaborated to successfully bring about our first weekend immersion on October 7-9, 2005 for “young adults” (ages 20-40).  
         Articulating Marianist Characteristics of Social Justice  - The weekend emphasized the spirit of Adèle in the context of themes of Mary’s life, our general Marianist Charism and dedication to Justice/Catholic Social Teaching.  
This pilot immersion weekend was held in the Over-the Rhine neighborhood of Cincinnati, Ohio with housing at the Findlay Street S.M. community.Sixteen members of the Marianist Family from Ohio, Texas, Maryland and New Mexico spent the weekend getting to know the neighborhood, meeting some of its residents and visiting various agencies and organizations helping to address the needs of people in the community.  The group  met with neighborhood leaders to get their perspective on the current problems and future possibilities for the neighborhood. All this was then reflected on and explored through the lens of the suggested seven Marianist Characteristics of Social Justice as they apply to the Over-the-Rhine Neighborhood, Marianist spirituality and within participants’ lives.  

         Marianist Family Participation: The immersion weekend invited, challenged and motivated a diverse group of participants to consider and to deepen their commitment to social justice as it interacts with the Marianist Charism.  Participants had been nominated by other Marianist family members and were diverse culturally, geographically and in their source of Marianist experiences which ranged from family programs to schools and Universities.  Participants included many from other Marianist Family activities and ministries:  Lynette Bernot, Amy DeMatteo, Meagan Lyon, Patrick McEntee, Maureen O'Rourke, Greg Pardo, Yana Permana, Anne Prendergast, Alison Radelet, Clare Savage, Steve Tumolo.  They brought a rich resource in that many have served in yearlong volunteer programs and are currently engaged in ministry or service among the poor. Our team is excited by this vehicle for sharing Adele's spirit through engaging young adults in growing in our Marianist charism and a spirit of justice.   

         Justice Awareness and Community Building and Young Adult Outreach: The ASJP is creating an awareness of and involvement in social justice issues in the locale where young adult participants live.  Through participation in events, young adults will gain awareness of what MSJC is, and how young adults can become involved in other justice initiatives.  The ASJP will also provide formation assistance for regional young adult groups that are interested in social justice issues and in deepening in the Marianist Charism. Through partnerships between Marianist organizations and networks, the ASJP assists in the important need of networking our mobile young adult MF members.  The immersion weekend acts as a catalyst for momentum among the young adult participants that is an important energy to harness for all branches of our Marianist Family. These are young adult leaders who want a communal context for nurturing their ongoing growth in service and justice in their young adult lives.  The importance of involving these young adults and in addressing their concerns and needs is vital for the overall goals and growth of all branches of the Marianist Family. 


         Young Adult Leadership and the Next immersion: The ASJP has invited the continued participation of the young adults who attended the October 2005 weekend.  They have assisted in creating activities for the facilitator guide, writing for fundraising requests, providing feedback and enhancements for future weekends and in a weekend meeting and process to plan the next immersion weekend in Washington D.C. on October 6-8, 2006.

With the hopes of building the base for broader collaborative outreach with other Marianist programs engaging young adults such as LIFE, Cape May, MLNNA, etc., this immersion weekend will occur in the DC/Baltimore region.  Clare Savage and Lynette Bernot, 2005 Young Adult participants, were the catalysts for bringing the ASJP immersion to this region. Along with ASJP support staff, they have teamed with Greg Bauman and Katie Fitzgerald, both active with the Marianist Family programs in Cape May and Topsail, N.C. Brian Reavey (Marianist LIFE national coordinator) and Anthony Fucci, Director of the Cape May Family Retreat Center have offered their assistance and support. One goal for this ASJP immersion is to link the young adult participants with Marianist Lay Community possibilities in their region with the aim of having  a continued community/justice experience beyond the ASJP weekend.

2.     Producing Written Resources:  Through immersions, young adult and general Marianist Family involvement, the ASJP is designing and field-testing resources that pass on the wisdom or experience of peers as well as older MF members through the letters, articles and reflections.
· Justice Reflection Resource (Participants Manual): We are developing a simple booklet/binder that includes reflections and letters (in the spirit of Adèle), scripture passages, quotes and prayers that act as the chief resource or reflection tool for the immersion weekend participants, and others, in looking at the call to social justice within a Marianist context.  An innovative and exciting aspect is that by using Adele’s life as an example, we are creating and developing a Marianist “rhetoric” for social justice that is inclusive and enthusiastic.  Over the summer of 2005, members of the Marianist Family were invited to contribute written essays or letters on the suggested seven Marianist Characteristics of Social Justice.  More than 30 members of diverse ages and experiences in the Marianist Family wrote articles, some in the form of “Adèle  letters,” that we used in the Participants’ Manual. 
·  Facilitator Guide:  A guide for applying the resources in various and differing Marianist contexts is in rudimentary development.  This guide accompanies the retreat booklet and provides a means or process for exploring the Marianist Characteristics of Social Justice. Others can use this guide within the Marianist Family to create their own immersion experience or can further explore these characteristics through action and reflection in some other group setting or venue.  Resources will be made available through the MSJC website. 
These two resources, while designed to directly accompany the immersion program, also offer resources applicable to other settings in the Marianist Family. 
   
Personnel:  The ASJP Leadership Team is composed of Sr. Leanne Jablonski FMI (Marianist Sisters rep to MSJC), Jeff Campbell (Marianist Lay Network rep to MSJC and a social justice regional coordinator in the Diocese of Cleveland), Laura Libertore (project staff, lay Marianist and former director of the Marianist Voluntary Services Community), Bro. Bob Donovan SM (veteran of many Urban Plunges experiences with students), Alison Radelet (participant in the 2005 ASJP immersion weekend, lay Marianist and teacher at Chaminade-Julienne HS), and Jim Vogt (MSJC director and lay Marianist).  
 We will also have a number of people in the Washington DC area assisting with the program, with lay Marianists Clare Savage, participant in the 2005 immersion, and Katie Fitzgerald, Cape May Family Program, taking local leadership. 
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